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Intern needed for development of fuel-efficient Rocket curing system in Southern Africa  

Duration: 4-6 months

Location: Malawi

Starting date:  (flexible) November/December 2006
Interested applicants can send their CV to 

GTZ/ProBEC c/o Peter Scott

Email: apropeter@hotmail.com

Subject heading: intern for Africa

GTZ/ ProBEC* (Programme for Biomass Energy Conservation, see project description below) is currently seeking applicants for an intern position in Malawi. The intern will have a unique opportunity to assist in the development of a new tobacco curing technology for indigenous smallholder farmers in Southern Africa.

Although many people outside of the region are unaware of the impacts of tobacco curing, it is one of the primary contributors to deforestation in Southern Africa. An estimated 140,000 hectares of indigenous forest are lost each year due to unsustainable harvesting of wood to heat tobacco-curing barns.  In Malawi, 25% of annual deforestation has been attributed to tobacco production. (For more information on tobacco production and impacts please see: 

www.repp.org/discussiongroups/resources/stoves/Scott/malawi/tobaccodry.pdf)

To reduce the impact of tobacco curing, as well to increase the income of indigenous farmers, Peter Scott, in conjunction with ProBEC, Aprovecho Research Center, and Limbe Leaf Tobacco, developed a number of Rocket Barn prototypes during the 2005-2006 curing season that demonstrated an up to 90% reduction in firewood consumption.   

This year approximately 100 of these Rocket Barns will be built and field-tested in Tanzania and Malawi, and, at the same time, a new series of Rocket Prototypes will be designed, constructed, and tested in Malawi. 

Intern Responsibilities

It will be the task of the intern to assist the project leader in these trials, through the:

· Development of Architectural drawings (experience with AutoCAD 2004 would be an asset)

· Development of M&E protocols for evaluating the new Rocket Barn prototypes. The new Rocket Barns will be monitored for air airflow, humidity and temperature as well as for tobacco quality 

· Managing construction of prototypes

· Prototype beta-testing and troubleshooting   

Ideally the applicant will have an interest and background in at least one of these following areas: 

· Engineering

· Architecture

· Construction

· Ceramics

· Product design 

· Web design

· CAD

· R&D

· Monitoring and Evaluation 

· Illustration

This project offers motivated individuals a unique opportunity to help reduce deforestation and support small farmers in Africa.  

GTZ /ProBEC will provide

· Transportation to and from Malawi

· Comfortable and secure accommodation in the capital, Lilongwe

· Living expenses and a small stipend based on qualifications
. 

 Rocket Stove Dissemination

Although the primary focus of the internship will be Rocket tobacco curing system, the Intern will also have an opportunity to work with the development of institutional and household Rocket Stoves. For more info on this project please see the ‘Rocket Science ‘ video (5min) http://www.aprovecho.net/stoves/web-content/media/ashden.htm
Note: there is presently a growing demand for qualified Rocket Stove Consultants in Africa and throughout the world. Although there is no guarantee that an internship will lead to future work, an internship with GTZ /ProBEC (or in the intern postings listed below) can be an important first step in becoming a paid rocket stove consultant  

*The Programme for Biomass Energy Conservation (ProBEC)(see: www.probec.org) is a SADC programme implemented in Southern Africa since 1997. So far it involved six countries – Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe. ProBEC has been now extended to Tanzania and Zambia. A separate programme component, called ProBEC SADC North covering these countries plus Malawi has been established. The Dutch Government is financing this expansion and has commissioned GTZ with the implementation role.

Objective of this programme component is that biomass energy related institutions, civil society and the private sector in Tanzania, Zambia and Malawi are successfully promoting and commercializing the use of affordable energy-efficient technologies and techniques for low-income households, institutions and small-scale businesses.

Other (non-GTZ/ProBEC) internships 

A number of Rocket stove projects (although not with GTZ/ProBEC) currently require interested and talented interns.  

Please contact Peter Scott at apropeter@hotmail.com if you would like more detail regarding postings in East Africa. 

Intern needed

Duration:  6 months

Location: Uganda

Starting date:  (flexible)  
Supporting the launch of a commercial Rocket Stove Business in Kampala, Uganda.

UC/ Berkeley and UCODEA, in cooperation with EPA, GTZ-EAP, and Aprovecho Research Center have been working for the last 3 years to establish a rocket stove business that can produce household and institutional stoves as well as bread ovens, incinerators and dryers.  An intern is needed to support UCODEA (a motivated local business) to disseminate these stoves.    

 We are seeking interns who have a background and an interest in:

· Ceramic production 

· Business management

· Production management  

· Design 

· Quality control

· Marketing

· Appropriate technology

· CAD

· Grant writing

No budget currently exists for an intern in this project, however funding is expected to be available by spring 2007. The intern,  would need to be self funded until that point.

Intern needed

Duration:  3 months

Location: Kenya

Starting date:  (flexible)  
Supporting the launch of a commercial Rocket Stove Business in Kisumu, Kenya.  

Practical Action / ITDG a UK based NGO is currently seeking a motivated intern    to establish a rocket stove business that can produce household and institutional stoves.  

· Ceramic production 

· Business management

· Production management  

· Design 

· Quality control

· Marketing

· Appropriate technology

· CAD

 No budget currently exists for an intern in this project, however funding is expected to be available by spring 2007. The intern would need to be self funded until that point.

India 

For Rocket stove internship opportunities in India please contact Mouhsine Serrar at serrar@gmail.com 

Field work internship in India: Biomass cooking Stove development

Description:

Assist in development of improved biomass cooking stoves. Tasks includes stove prototype construction, follow up with stove fabricators, testing of stoves in villages and interaction with local cooks.

Desired skills: mechanical design/manufacturing, hands-on fabrication, rural development, communication.

Location: Pondicherry, South India

