[Stoves] Reviewing A.D. Karve's methane digestion device

[Stoves] Reviewing A.D. Karve's methane
digestion device

Peter Singfield snkm at btl.net
Sun Oct 17 14:54:20 EDT 2004

. Previous message: [Stoves] Re: [Gasification] Reviewing A.D. Karve's methane digestion device

. Next message: [Stoves] A.D. Karve's methane digestion device
. Messagessorted by: [ date] [ thread ] [ subject ] [ author ]

kkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkikkhkkhkkkk*k

If we can get A. D. to enter into discussion -- sone questions need
be asked.

1: WIIl fresh cane juice be a good "food" for your digester?
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Further investigations of ny extensive archives on hard drive have
derived

A.D.'s answer to this question -- above -- addressed to ne personally
on
this sanme mail list -- and sone tine back!

So enbarrassing to age and | ose ny nental capacities --
Here is that answer:

Date: Wed, 07 Jan 2004 19: 27:25 +0530
From "A D. Karve" <adkarve at pn2.vsnl.net.in>

Subj ect: Re: [STOVES] conpact biogas plant
To: Peter Singfield <snkmat btl.net> STOVES at LI STSERV. REPP. ORG

X- Accept - Language: en-us

Dear Peter,

Qur biogas plant accepts both sugarcane juice as al so nacerated whol e

http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/008041.html (1 of 5)7/15/2005 9:08:24 AM


mailto:stoves%40listserv.repp.org?Subject=%5BStoves%5D%20Reviewing%20A.D.%20Karve%27s%20methane%20digestion%20device&In-Reply-To=
http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/008040.html
http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/008043.html
http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/date.html#8041
http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/thread.html#8041
http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/subject.html#8041
http://listserv.repp.org/pipermail/stoves/2004-October/author.html#8041
http://listserv.repp.org/mailman/listinfo/stoves
http://listserv.repp.org/mailman/listinfo/stoves
http://listserv.repp.org/mailman/listinfo/stoves

[Stoves] Reviewing A.D. Karve's methane digestion device

sugar cane.

In the case of the latter, the advantage is that the cellulose in the
cane

Is also converted into gas, albeit after a retention period of about
20

days.

The nmaceration is done with the help of a machine called the chaff
cutter,
whi ch is used for chopping stens of sorghumor naize into snall
pi eces. One
can set the machine to give different sizes of the chopped up
mat eri al .

W use the setting for the small est pieces. Under Indian conditions,
wher e

we get rains only during the four nonths of nbnsoon, sugarcane needs
i rrigation.

Therefore it is not such a sinple crop to grow and it is also costly.
Ther e

are many crops that produce starchy material (e.g. sorghum pearl
millet,

sweet potato and several perennial tree species). Many of them can be
gr own

purely under rainfed situations, and therefore starchy material is
general |l y cheaper.

It can also be stored nore easily than sugarcane juice or sirup.

| have not patented ny biogas plant as | use the sane standard
desi gn. The

fact that one can get nethane fromstarch or sugar is also not ny
I nventi on.

This is common information to everybody in the biogas gane. Many
peopl e

have reported high biogas yields with oil cakes. There was however a
gener al

t endency anong all workers to use only waste material such as ani nal
dung,

muni ci pal solid waste, distillery effluent etc. as the raw nateri al
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for
maki ng net hane.

Al that | did was to conduct sone experinents with starchy and sugary
material. Wien | got good results, | started to search for such

mat eri al

t hat coul d be used as feedstock w thout conpeting with human or ani nal
food, and found that farners generally have a | ot of starchy and
sugary

material, which they considered as waste. One can of course have
commer ci al

nmet hane production using conmercially grown starchy material such as
sorghum or tapioka. The farner does not care for what his produce is
bei ng

used for, after he has sold it.

In fact none of our technologies is patented, as we want themto
reach the
peopl e who are need of them

As to diversifying our operation to other areas, would certainly |ike
to
do it, if the noney is made available for it.

Your s
A. D. Kar ve

**************I n repl y to********************

Peter Singfield wote:
At 05:58 AM 1/5/2004 +0530, A.D. Karve wote:
Several nenbers asked ne to provide nore details about the
conpact
bi ogas pl ant bei ng devel oped by us. | give below the | atest status of
t hi s technol ogy.

Dear A.D. Karve;

| live in Belize, Central Anerica, in a small village "Xaibe" -- that
S

literally surrounded in cane fields.

| wonder if an optim zed version of your design could be nmade to
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operate on
only fresh cane juice??

Have you tried this as of yet??

For the other stovers on the list -- sugar cane is a wonderfully
producti ve

plant for any place in the tropics. Very easy to grow. For a |arge
percentage of the world's poorest populations it is feasible to have a
smal|l plot of cane. This certainly would solve the "where do we find
al

t he bi omass to burn" problem

Certainly -- it would be of interest to ne to pursue this topic
further.

M. A DKarve -- it is comrercially inpossible to ship such devices
around

t he gl obe. But have you considered diversifying your operation to
ot her
areas??

"Franchi sing” this gas producer -- based specifically on cane juice --
woul d be in teresting and profitable.

One smal |l cane crusher in each village would suffice for everyone's
gas
gener at or .

Though this is about gas -- and is about small stoves -- there may be
a few
on this list adverse to such a discussion being as it deals not with

what to date -- is considered as standard "stove".

But then -- |locking oneself into arigid mnd set is often counter
productive to innovation or eventual application.

By coi ncidence | happen to have that "one small cane crusher” --

Peter Singfield
Bel i ze
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More information about the Stoves mailing list
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